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The Augusta Chronicle

Hammoud Elchoufi (AUGUSTA, Ga.)

AUGUSTA, Ga. - Hammoud Elchoufi, beloved husband and father, and a
former leader of Syria's Baath Party and Syrian ambassador to the United
Nations, died on Wednesday April 13, 2011, in Augusta, Georgia. Funeral
services will be held on Saturday, April 16, 2011, at 10:00 AM at Platt's
Funeral Home Belair Rd. Chapel. Burial will follow at Westover
Memorial Park. Mr. Elchoufi was born in Salkhad, a small village in the
mountains of southern Syria, on August 10, 1938. He studied literature
and law at Damascus University, where he was President of the Student

Union in the late 1950s. He was intimately involved in the emergence of

the Syrian Baath Party and was imprisoned repeatedly for his political
activity. In 1963 he served as the Party's head and in 1963-1964 as a
member of the ruling National Revolutionary Council. He went on to hold
several leading posts in the Syrian government. He was Syria's
ambassador to Indonesia from 1965 to 1970, ambassador to India from
1970 to 1972, and the Syrian ambassador to the United Nations from 1977
to 1979. In 1979 he resigned from office to protest the Syrian
government's increasingly repressive tactics and joined the Syrian
Nationalist Opposition movement in Paris. The two great loves of Mr.
Elchoufi's life were his nation and his family. His nation, as he was fond
of saying, was not Syria but the Sha'ab al-Arabi or "Arab people." The
political unification and economic and cultural renaissance of this nation

was the guiding goal of his life in politics. When this goal proved elusive
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and its pursuit threatened the safety of his family, however, he removed
himself from the public eye, living first in northern Virginia and later
making his home in Augusta, GA. He was well known to the librarians of
the Columbia County public library, as some of his great passions were
reading and intellectual pursuits. He also enjoyed spending time with his
family and friends, who greatly appreciated both his wisdom and his wry
humor. Mr. Elchoufi is survived by his wife, Widad; his son, Alarabi
Elchoufi; his two daughters, Leyla Elchoufi, M.D. and Mayssoun
Elchoufi, M.D.; two brothers, Hussein Elchoufi and Jadullah Elchoufi;
daughter-in-law Ghada Elchoufi; son-in-law Riad Aisami; and four
grandchildren, Deema, Lamees, Khaled, and Lena. The family will receive
friends on Friday, April 15, 2011, from 6pm to 8pm at Platt's Funeral
Home Belair Rd. Please sign the guestbook and send condolences at:

www.plattsfuneralhome.com Platt's Funeral Home, 337 N. Belair Rd.,

Evans, GA 30809 Sign the guestbook at AugustaChronicle.com

From The Augusta Chronicle-April 14, 2011
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https://www.britishpathe.com/asset/240819/#

The Syrian ambassador to the United Nations, Hammoud EI-
Choufi has resigned from his post because he says he wants
to work to defend the democratic aspirations of the Syrian

people.

EL-CHOUFI: "In the absence of genuine democratic processes rampant
practices of corruption, extortion and bribery have remained unchecked.
Assad's recently announced and much publicized campaign to wipe out
corruption from his government had to be halted after it became clear that it
would implicate personal friends and relatives for whom he had secured
choice governmental and military positions. Many patriotic Syrians, civilians,
and military alike, who have criticized these policies or oppose the practices
of the Assad regime have been silenced by arrest and incarceration. Amnesty
International has documented the many violations of human rights of political
detainees in Syria including the use of torture and the denial of the criminals’
rights to a fair trial and open hearing. Despite (indistinct) the Assad regime

has done nothing but pay lip service to the cause of Arab unity against Zionist
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Israel. On two previous occasions when Arab unity was essential and could
possibly have been forged, first with Egyptian, Libyan Syrian unification affair
and second with the Syrian, Jordan unification affair the Assad regime merely
exploited its popular esteem and later didn't hesitate to abort the unification
affair. | believe that the only solution to the problem faced by my country today
lies in the formation of a viable and formidable front built upon active
participation and full involvement of all political forces of the Syrian peoples
who uphold the ideas of national unity, Arab nationalism and above all re
ready to defend their democratic aspirations and demands of the Syrian
people. | have asked you to come today in order that | may formally announce
my resignation from the post of ambassador and permanent representative of
the Syrian Republic to the United Nations and to let you know of my intention
to devote my affairs together with other patriotic forces to this task which lies
before us. I intend to take up this responsibility with the zeal and fervor that is
required in order that the long-awaited national front for a truly democratic
and freedom loving Syria will be established and so that the country can once
again take its place in the forefront of the cause for Arab unity, solidarity,

genuine democracy and (indistinct). | thank you.”

*Retrieved on October 25, 2023, from:
https://www.britishpathe.com/asset/240819/#
iy Gua Lale 70 a0 510 gl & A S Aol ) 3 g 8 9dd) 3 g0
aall ) Gkl
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